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Updated: November 4, 2021 

When we began planning for the new school year, we could not 
have accurately predicted the swift and devastating impact the 
Delta variant of the COVID-19 virus would have on our county. In 
March of 2021, the community transmission rate, which reflects 

the number of COVID positive cases per 100,000 residents, was averaging 72. On Thursday, 
July 22nd, the community transmission rate was 788, a 994% increase since the spring. In 
meetings with Camden County Emergency Management Agency, the Department of Public 
Health and representatives from Southeast Georgia Health System, we have learned the cases 
of COVID-19 and resulting hospitalizations are higher in Camden now than they were in their 
peak times in the summer and winter of 2020.  

This news may be sobering but it is the reality that we are facing in Camden. We believe we 
are beginning a great new school year, but we are once again faced with challenges we must 
overcome to serve our students and to support each other. We have proven many times that 
we are “Camden Strong” and we must now unify our efforts to battle our common enemy of 
COVID-19.  

As a school system, we are going to do everything in our power to prevent the transmission of 
COVID-19 in our community and prepare our schools to safely reopen on August 2nd.  All 
students are scheduled to return under a traditional, face-to-face model in our school 
buildings. Due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, we are implementing additional measures 
to provide a safe learning environment for our students and staff.  

The Camden County School System will continue to consider guidance from the Centers for 
Disease Control (CDC), Georgia Department of Public Health (DPH), and Georgia Department 
of Education (GaDOE) in making all decisions. Decisions regarding our reopening plans are 
subject to change based on current guidance of these agencies and the Office of the Governor. 
The information below summarizes the steps we are taking to safely open school as scheduled. 

Camden County Schools Safe Reopening Plan 
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SAFE REOPENING PLAN 
First Day ● Monday, August 2, 2021

Open House Limit visitors to two per household in addition to the student. 
July 30, 2021 Wearing a mask is required for all students, faculty/staff and visitors and 

we ask you that you practice social distancing. Any daily medications for 
students should be signed in by a parent or guardian to the school nurse 
clinic during Open House. 
Elementary Schools Grades PreK-5 
3:30 – 4:30 Household Last Names A-M 
4:30 – 5:30  Household Names N-Z 
Middle Schools 
5:00 – 6:00 Household Last Names A-K 
6:00 – 7:00 Household Last Names L-Z 
Camden County High School 
9:00 – 11:00    All Household Names 

Assemblies/ 

Large Group 
Gatherings 

● Assemblies/Large gatherings during the school day are on hold
until further notice.

● We will be cancelling our annual Convocation this year so
teachers and administrators will have more time to prepare to
receive students in their classrooms for the new year.

Mask/Face 
Coverings 

● Update 11-4-21
Effective immediately, the wearing of masks or face-coverings 
will be optional for all students, faculty, staff, and visitors to 
Camden County schools, district office buildings, and buses. 
System administration will continue to monitor school related 
Covid cases, CTI, local Covid related hospitalizations, and 
percentages for Covid positive tests and reserves the right to 
convene the System Steering Committee for input . CCS will 
continue to gather input from the Camden County Emergency 
Management Team, Coastal District and Local Health 
Department, and the Medical Center. 
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Cafeteria ● No keypads, salad bars, or self-service that includes multiple 
students touching one serving utensil will be used. 

 

  
Communication ● Back to school communication will be shared through Facebook, 

Instagram, School Messenger, Camden County School System’s 
district and school websites. We will be releasing weekly data 
concerning Covid cases and quarantines on the county website. 

 Extracurricular 
Activities/ 
Athletics 

● Athletics will follow GHSA recommendations. 

● Extracurricular/Academic clubs will follow CDC, DPH, and GaDOE 
guidelines. 

Field Trips ● Field trips will be allowed only if safety measures can be 
implemented. 

     Safe and Healthy ● Parents should pre-screen students before sending 
Schools 
Procedures 

them to school or bus stops each day.  Any student with a 
measured temperature of 100.0 or higher or any COVID-19 
symptoms should not be sent to school. They will be sent home if 
they come to school with symptoms. 

● All employees should screen their temperature daily. 
Employees should not report to work if they have a measured 
temperature of 100.0 or higher. 

● All classrooms will be supplied with hand sanitizer and 
disinfectant. 

● Best practices for hand washing and social distancing will be 
implemented. 

● Custodial staff will be provided disinfecting equipment and 
supplies. 

● Classrooms, cafeterias and high-traffic areas will be sanitized 
frequently. 

● Contact among students will be limited as much as possible. 
● Social distancing of at least three feet will be maintained 

whenever possible. 
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Transportation ● Parents may opt to transport students. 
● Parents should check their child’s temperature daily and not 

send students to a bus stop if he/she has a measured 
temperature of 100.0 or higher. 

● Buses will be sanitized between routes. 
● Hand sanitizer will be available on all buses. 
● Assigned seats with students from the same household sitting 

together will be encouraged on the bus. 
 

Visitor 
Procedures 

● Volunteer programs are on hold until further notice. 
● With the exception of the front office areas, schools will only be 

accessible to students, school faculty and staff and limited 
necessary vendors.  

● Parent/Teacher conferences will be held virtually. 
 

School Options ● First day of school will be August 2, 2021 in a traditional, face-to- 
face format for all students enrolled in the Camden County 
School System. 

● An independent Virtual Learning Option is available for students 
to take classes through Georgia Cyber Academy, Coastal Plains 
Charter School, or any accredited K-12 online school, but the 
student will no longer be enrolled in the Camden County School 
System. 

Quarantines 

• For the upcoming school year, students and faculty/staff with a known exposure to the 
COVID virus who are not vaccinated against the COVID virus will be quarantined the 
number of days prescribed by the Centers for Disease Control (CDC).  

• Per the CDC, individuals who have elected to be fully vaccinated will not be required to 
quarantine if they are exposed to the virus unless they are symptomatic.  

• We encourage all students and faculty/staff who are eligible to receive the vaccine to 
take this opportunity to vaccinate against COVID. COVID vaccines are easily available in 
Camden County for anyone 12 years or older.  You may 
visit https://www.vaccines.gov/search/ to locate a vaccine provider in our area. 
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